
"Ford Model A Closed Cab Wide Box Pickup"

1931 Ford Model A Pickup Truck                             Type Number: 78-B
Motor:  4 Cylinder, 201 CID, 40 HP                   6 Volt Battery w/positive ground
Brakes: Mechanical                                                                         Tire Size: 4.75-19
Transmission:  3 Speed Manual non synchronized   Fuel Capacity:  11 Gal.  Gasoline
Body:  Briggs Manufacturing Company                                                                                            Weight: 2,215#
Features: Wide Steel Box w/Permanent Fabric Cab Roof      Cost new:  $533.00

Ford Motor Company produced 29,545 trucks during the years build for 1931 which continued until March
of 1932.  The wide box type number is 78-B.  Under the steel floor of the box are a number of wooden
planks  for  strength.   The use of the truck was mainly used for the commercial  and farming industries.
Pricing of these vehicles was below the standard Ford automobile produced at the time.  The truck was sold
with only the essentials to drive it safely.  Fender mounted spare tires was about the only option.  Paint
colors were available with the headlight bonnets painted black.  The seat was adjustable with a manual
knob beneath the drives.  The wider steel box allowed room for more cargo and was easier to clean out.
When driving the truck, double clutching was often used to synchronize the gears to eliminate gear grinding
when down shifting.

Donated by: Bill Edstrom - Presque Isle, Wisconsin

The pickup box was wider than the length which was 59-7/16" wide x 46"long x 16-11/16"deep.  The standard Model 
A chassis was used and requiring nonstandard rear fenders.  In the 1931 line up of trucks produced, solid metal roofs 
were installed replacing the fabric top serving as a proto type for the 1932 line of cars to be built. 

When the 1931 Model A truck production stopped in March of 1932, caused the closing of the Model A Era.  Ford 
Motor Company had produced some of their most popular vehicles. 
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