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Welcome to the
Model A Ford 
Hall of Fame

The  Hall of Fame exists to recognize the  
people  who developed, produced, sold and 

maintained the Model A Ford vehicles.  It 
also recognizes the many people who 

developed supporting and derivative  tools, 
accessories and machinery; authored and 
published articles, magazines and books;  

and organized and led national  
organizations devoted to the Model A Ford.

The Hall of Fame is located inside the
Model A Ford Museum. It is an evolving
element within the museum and is expected
to grow in size and importance with each
new induction ceremony.



47th INDUCTEE

Bill Edstrom, Sr
Inducted September 19, 2026





Nominating Narrative (cont.)

Bill initially studied refrigeration technology at MSOE but, finding 
himself to be a successful student, he pushed himself further and 
went on to earn a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical 
Engineering in 1957. He subsequently worked for Caterpillar 
Tractors in Peoria, Illinois.  He later moved back to Wisconsin to 
work eleven years for AC Spark Plug, a division of General Motors.

During his time at AC Spark Plug, he and Sylvia became interested 
in growing chinchillas, an animal with a delicate biology, and an 
exceptionally dense coat a fur. Bill became an expert on the care 
and feeding of chinchillas   Bill served a term as president of the 
Empress Chinchilla Association in the U.S.

As the Edstrom chinchilla operation grew to hundreds of cages in 
the barn, Bill turned his engineering training toward the difficulties 
of maintaining such a large herd. This resulted in his invention of an 
automated watering valve and delivery system that replaced the 
need for glass drinking water bottles for the animals. He 
successfully filed for a patent and subsequently formed Edstrom 
Industries, Inc, in 1969.  Eventually, Bill quit his job with AC Spark 
Plug to dedicate himself full time to this new business.



Nominating Narrative (cont.)

Edstrom Industries grew from the kitchen table) to the garage and 
the barn, to construction of a 114,000 sq. ft. Edstrom Industries 
office and factory in their small town of Waterford, WI. 

Bill furthered his education and earned an MBA from the 
University Wisconsin - Milwaukee. He later graduated from 
Harvard Business School’s Owner/President Management 
executive education program. Today, Edstrom Industries is the 
largest employer in Waterford. His inventions have enabled and 
streamlined lifesaving research in medical, pharmaceutical, and 
educational institutions all over the world and have created jobs 
and quality products for decades.

Following retirement from Edstrom Industries, Bill and Sylvia 
moved to Northern Wisconsin near Presque Isle. Bill and Sylvia 
discovered a new interest in collecting and restoring Ford Model A 
vehicles. They attended numerous tours and car shows and went 
on to win the highest national award for Ford Model A restoration -
the coveted “Henry” award. As he had earlier in his career when he 
became a judge to better understand the requirements of the 
chinchilla field, so too did he become a judge for Model A 
restorations to better understand the intricacies and requirements 
of that field. 



Nominating Narrative (cont.)

This knowledge and dedication to excellence culminated in 
awarding his restoration of a black Model A400 with the highest 
number of total points in the history of the competition. Bill would 
later say some of his favorite times of his life were those he spent 
with Sylvia – the two of them exploring the back roads of northern 
Wisconsin in one or another of their restored Model A cars.

Bill exemplified and valued education as a path to personal 
betterment and that showed in his expressions of philanthropy to 
Alverno College, MSOE University, St. Rose Center, and Rawhide 
Boys Ranch.

Inc Magazine named Bill a “Master Entrepreneur” at the 1993 
Entrepreneur of the Year awards for the state of Wisconsin. He 
served as a Regent of The Milwaukee School of Engineering. He 
has been an accomplished private pilot, skydiver, certified scuba 
diver, mountain climber, and a member of the Chinchilla Hall of 
Fame.



Nominating Narrative (cont.)

Bill was a huge supporter of the Model A Ford Foundation, Inc. 
and the Model A Museum at the Gilmore Museum complex in 
Hickory Corners, Michigan.  He was a major donor for creation of 
the museum building, and then donated multiple award-winning 
Model A’s now on display, including a Model A Taxi, Convertible 
sedan (A400), and several rare body styles like the delivery van 
and wide bed pickup.

For his exemplary life, his entrepreneurial spirit and his generous 
support of the Model A hobby, Bill Edstrom deserves to be 
enshrined in the Model A Ford Hall of Fame.



48th INDUCTEE

James W. Thomas
Inducted September 19, 2026











49th INDUCTEE

Andy Honiotes
Inducted September 19, 2026







50th INDUCTEE

Bill Reeder
Inducted September 19, 2026






